Wisdom and Destiny

reach, will suffice to paralyse life. It is
wrong to believe that loftiness of soul is
governed by the loftiness of desire or
dream. The dreams of the weak will be
often more numerous, lovelier, than are
those of the strong; for these dreams
absorb all their energy, all their activity.
The perpetual craving for loftiness does
not count in our moral advancement if it
be not the shadow thrown by the life we
have lived, by the firm and experienced
will that has come in close kinship with
man. Then, indeed, as one places a rod
at the foot of the steeple to tell of its
height by the shadow, so may we lead forth
this craving of ours to the midst of the
plain that is lit by the sun of external
reality, that thus we may tell what relation
exists between the shadow thrown by the
hour and the dome of eternity.
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